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C!A,AfBig Bird® Satellite Manual
Was Allegedly Sold to Soviets

By Thomas O'T'oole
and Charles R. Babcock
Washington Post Staff Writers

A former officer of the Central In-
telligence Agency who was arrested
last week for passing secrets to the
Soviets is alleged to have sold them a
technical manual describing the “Big
Bird” photographic satellite that spies
on the Soviet Union from earth orbit,

Intelligence sources said yesterday
that the top-secret document was gone
for almost a year without being no-
ticed. A CIA search for the manhual
began only after FBI agents asked
whether it was missing,

The loss of the manual has led to a
wholesale review of CIA security pro-
cedures, both by the CIA and the Sen-

ate Intelligence Committee, sources
said.

The Big Bird is no more than §
years old. More than a dozen of the
12-ton units have been put into earth
orbit by the United States to take pic-
tures of Soviet missile silos, subma-
rine bases, naval installations, air-
fields and troop movements,

The photographs taken by Big Bird
are so precise that they can distin-
guish between civilians and people in
military uniform and can pick out the
makes of automobiles, even read their
license plates.

When onetime CIA man William P,
Kampiles was arrested in Chicago last
week, federal government sources

See MANUAL, A16, Col. 1

Further Nitrite

Research Urged

The MIT scientist who con-
tended. that sodium nitrite causes
cancer in rats says his research
shonld he confirmed in other ani-
mals before any extensive ban
goes into effect.

Details on Page A1l
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' he received and relayed - top-secret

; Has been in orbit taking pletures of
i their country for some time,” the
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sad Kamples had done the’ United:
Stated grepdkpppeduedF or Rulen
technidlal material to"the Soviet Un..
o e Sy

alt away the detalls of B
Bird, only. t at he had ;sold secrets;
2 clashified System known as. KH-1

. Intelligence ‘sources-said' ydsterday
thiat KH-11 was_the CIA" code natie
fo Keyhole-11, which ‘s the Big Bird
photographié reconnaissance satellite,
These sources. said it-is. difficult to
measure how:much'the Sovlets havé
wrofited from the manual* describing
Big Bird. They canriot build such &
satellite of their own' from the ‘man:
ual, but they may.be able to identtfy
weaknesses in- the “satellite and pro--
teet their secret Installations accord-
ingly, some experts suggested, - i
~One source said it would -do the
Unitéd' States very little harm, sincé
the sale of the ‘manual: did not * give
the Soviets the ability to stop the sat-
ellites from taking pictures, : :
“*“The Russlans know this satellite

source sald, “Getting their hands on
the manual doesn’t stop the satellite

Senate Intelligence Committee
members asked pointed questions of
CIA officials during a closed-door
briefing on the case last Friday, ac-
cording to sources, Members wanted to:
know how Kampiles, 23, g low-level
“watch officer” who left the CIA after -
eight months in 1977, allegedlycoald
have walked off with a top-secret doc-
ument without it being noticed for
nearly a year, : ,

The CIA already hags started an:in: |
ternal. review of its security . proce-. .|
dures because of the Kampiles case;:"
sources said yesterday, . ‘ i |
The son of Greek immigrants. Kam,
piles was arrested a few days. after he
had allegedly told an FBI agent about
selling the secret satellite manuyal to a
Soviet diplomat in Athens earlier this
year, .

" Intelligence sources said the FBI
became suspicious of Kampiles when
he wrote a letter to a CIA colleague
saying he was in contact with and had
received money from the Soviets, He
allegedly volunteered to spread
“disinformation” to them. The refer-
ence to money -alerted - federal offi-
clgls, because it is a known Soviet in.
telligence technique never to bay any-
one without receiving documents in
retutn, sources said. -

Kampiles - was- questioned: by - an
agent. from the FBI's “Washington
tield office early last week, and . ex-
plained finally how he had contacted
the Soviets on a trip to Athens in Feb-

- ruary, according to sources.” . o+
At ofie meeting with' the Soviets in
‘Athens,’ Kampiles‘*“allegedly turned
over the cover page and .an Mustra-
tion. of the KH-11 satellite: A few days
later he returned and gave the rest. of
the manial- to- a security . officer
named Michael, according to, JSources.
1A return, he ' accepted and.signed &
.receipt for theé cash, R
+A CIA- security officer;told the.FBI ‘
last week that a copy of. the satellite ||
manual assigned to the center where

: Kampiles  worked' was -migsing.” It is
not known whether other classified
Hocuments also are missing, - sources
said yesterday. e o
-+ Kampiles is-a 1975 graduate of Indl-
ana University. He worked ‘at the ‘CIA
.from March to November of last year
t-at a GS-7 scale, Paid less ‘than'$15.
000 a year: o DT T
« In-his: capacity’ as “watch ‘officer;”

messagés,:He alsapeg%‘lgm FertiRe

-Storage drawer w] e manual was

located. And one day, he told the FBI, ||
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-“sald'yesterday, S

© I Kampiles is-a 1975 graduate of Indi-
‘Ana’ University. He worked at the CIA
rom March to November of last Year

. ‘t-ata GS-7scale, Paid less than $15,

; /000 a.year. .

: I his capacity as “watch officer,”

' ‘he received and relayed top-secret
messages. He also had access to the
-Btorage drawer where the manual was
located. And one day, he told the FBI,
“according to sources, he put the docu.
ment in the inner pocket of his sports
‘coat and took it home,

7 Though intélligence community offi-
clals have voiced fears about proceed-
ing with the case because of the sensi-

‘tiVe satellite material Involved, there
“seems little doubt that the Justice De.
partment will move to indiet Kam-
piles. “We fully intend to go forward,”
a spokesman said Yesterday. -

> Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.), a

fnember of the intelligence commit.
tée, said yesterday that the allegations
against Kampiles .raise serious ques-

tions about CIA security procedures.

“They're forever telling us How weéak

the Congresg isin protecting secrets].
o my knowledge nothing close to

T hmsrcome out of elther house,”

:+Sources close ‘to the CIA said they
were surprised that a watch  officer
had. aceess to a document ‘describing
what - is generally regarded as the
most.secret .intelligence satellite built
by the Un_il;ed States, . . :
“Normally, ", these documents are
kept in a safe and are never kept any-
" where. near.’ a wateh office,” one
source séid. ‘fThe-'gvhole thing sounds
4 little Tike sloppy ‘secrecy.”
.-The 'Big Bird “satellite is a multibil-
libn-dollar programn. managed Jointly
by the Pentagon and the CIA. The:sat-
ellités' were - launched fro Califor-
, Ris’s:Vandenbérg Air Forcé Base into
aYolar orbit that takes each of them
-ver the fame place’on ‘earth every
o weekd, . i
~.The Big Bird satellites are equipped
with cameras that take photographs in
black-and-white, color and infrared,
The cameras send their photos back
by electronic means, then parachute
tapsules containing the exposed film
down to earth. The pictures they take
have been described by some who
have seen them as “remarkable” - -

~““The resolution of these cameras i5 |

‘superb,” one source said. “Thére’s al-
most no way you ean
things or hide things from
eras.”

these cam-
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Is Learning-

For the first time this year, President
" Carter has left Washington without his
“:: tail-betwebn his legs. He wént off to va-

cation with his family in the West look-

ing like a man in command, and this
city, which longs for leadership as it
longs for a cool breeze, was cheering
him on his way. L

.. The last two things Carter did before
', leaving ‘town were. quintessentially
presidential. He vetoed a major piece of
legislation, the defense authorization
bill,. because it violated his sense of
priorities in an area of traditional exet-

. utive responsibility—the -national - de:

" fense. And he managed, through per:
" sonal intervention and pressure, finally
"-to" break’the logjam ‘in" the Senate-
~House: conference committee on' the
natural-gasbill.: -~ ’

. When: he comes -back after Labor
Day, it:wilk be to another uniquely pres:

- “idential mission: direct, high-stakes. di-
‘plomacy with- Menachem Begin and
‘Anwar Sadat at Camp David. *- . .o
“"The three ‘actions exemplify what
presidents get paid to'do, and what Cars
ter. did” all ‘too ‘rarely in his first 18

: months in- office. They are decistvig;
. well-timed and’ personal. Initiatives in
. Inatters of ‘overriding national impor:
tance. They ‘make.one. want to believe
that Susan Clough, the president’s pers
sonal secretary and a woman of both
-candor and good sense, may be correct

- when she tells -a reporter: “You are
.right o “criticize us as ‘slow learners;
- But wearelearning.” -, - <
.. The;most. important thing the presi<
dent is learning js how to use his time;
“his resources and his energy to shajpe
“évents. Until quite recently, he was ligx
tening to:everybody in: Congress; ‘the,
administration™and the * world ~who
. wanted to see him. He 'was giving com
fort to all of them, indicating sy pathy’
4f-pot commitment to:their points-of
‘ .view. But he was not defining ‘thé’
. choices for them from a presidentia}
perspective or enlisting their assistance
for his objectives. ' T
“Much of the time, he was buried, in,
his briefing papers, studying the details,
of issues, as if preparing for an exami-
nation, rather than equipping himself
to lead on matters of national concern. -

-That.approach was not working, and
he has begun to change. Meetings with
congressional delegations ‘are less har-
monious, but the congressmen come
away with a clearer sense of what the
president wants. His evenings are less
consumed with briefing books, and
there is more time for talks with Ros-
alynn ?a"r_fé;, and other counselors, His

) “public ‘s¢hedyle is more purposeful,
‘and the ‘message he is delivering in
speeches and meetings less obscure.

He. is learning- that comprehensivd
Pproposals are often indigestible on Cap+
dtol Hill and unacceptable in a country.
lacking visible political consensus. He.
‘has-discovered the virtues of pragma-.
tism and incrementalism on the energy’
bill, and he says he will apply that les-
son- next.year: to welfare reform and!

other issues as well. He says he will.’

shorten his agenda and concentrate his!
efforts on what is importa_’nt to achieve:

‘—and achievable.. s

For all thosesigns of learning, there,.

remain serious causes for concern. The

" president. appears less willing to con.
¢ede the weak spots in his.own admifi--
istration than almost anyone else in the’
White: House.. His adamant insisterice’
-that he sees.no need for any change in

- the Cabinet or-thé senior staff looms as.
a major impediment to his. making-
changes . in the period immediately;

i
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Femain serious causes for concern. The"
1+ president dppears less willing to cons,
b

edé the weak spots in his-own admifi--

- istration than almost anyone else in the'

« White; House.; His adamant insistenicd’
= that-he sees.no need for any change in

. the Cabinet or:the senior staff looms as.
_a major impediment to his making

' ‘changes in the; period immediately;

“after - the “November election, whém,
‘they dré most easily accomplished. \i .
*To be sure, he'has allowed—and eh-.

- --couraged—a marked expansion and up-’

grading in his political liaison staff in
recent months. But he needs a compa- -
rable improvement in some of the sub-
stantive areas of government—the
management of the budget and econ-
omy, for example—and that will not
~occur unless.he seeks it himself. With-

. out Such changes, the duration and con-

“sisténcy of ‘his” recovery will remain -
doubtful. :

-+, -Still;one'finds oneself agreeing, once

. 8gain, with the judgment of Rep. Lee

‘Hamilton (D-Jnd.), who has—more cons;

" “sisterifly, than anyone else’ I know=—"

“writtéh' Wwisely ~ and dispassionately.,

about- the presidents since coming  to

«»Qdngress 14 yearsago. et
wiv; A1 have theifeeling,” Hamtlton wrod *
- 4his: qonstituents - recently, “that the’

- president has been hesitant to use pres—
. idential power, but that he is now set:
tling comfortably into the Oval Office,

. It seems that he is beginning to master

<the"intiicaté relationships in ‘Washings.,
“ton'and to marieuver-among thern, a5 2

¢ president. must if he is to- achieve- his*

" "How”well he uses those next few

'

- 80als;:He has Had. a long ‘shakedown ™

cruise/, but he has been blessed withs
at least in the sense thit>

‘had 10 ¢onfront a dangerous*
““He Is'now Intervening boldly.in leg-
Islative- battles, tickling long-ignored:.
wproblems and having some Success. ; 2-._,¥
There is speculation about’a one-teri’
.ipresidency - for” him, but. sirely. such
talk is premature. Presidential. histori-
“ans-adyise us to watch the crucial third+
year of -a_president, and Mr. Carter:- i
"still several months away from jt.” .

months—and "~ particularly  what .

i . changes of personnel he makes—m“a&"‘

well determine whether the current”’
-guarded optimism - about the Carter
presidency lasts longer than his West-

", ern'vacation,

- after "the - Novembep prieatid, FOR elease 2004/08/19 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000400090036-0

they are most easily accomplished, Sy

Tn ha diirs ha' hae allawad . and’ ot



[Bic + ™ 2ommpé)

-~
DIRECTOR

Approved For Release 2004/08/19 : CIA-RDP81M00980R00040009003
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICL
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE
1978

t\}
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

AUGUST 17,

FBI Agents today arrested William P. Kampiles,

aged 23, of Chicago, Illinois, on espionage chaxrges

according to an announcement by FBI Director William H.

Webster. :
Mr. Webster advised that Kampiles was arrested
on the basis of a complaint filed before a U. S. Magistrate
in Chicago, Illinois, today charging him with delivering to
a representative of ,the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
a document relating to the national defense entitled "KA-11,

System Technical Manual” which document was clas ififed
The complaint alleged that Kampiles delivered

"Top Secret."
about March 2, 1978, in Athens, Greece, and was paid Ly the

-

the document to a Soviet by the name of "Michael" on or

Soviet $3,000 for the document.
Kampiles, a former resident of Vienna, Virginia,

ras cemployed as a watch officer for the Central Intelligence
He allegedly removed the

w
Agency from March to November, 1977.
document from the headquarters of the Central Intelligence
Agency while cmployed there and retained it in his possession
when he moved to Chicago, Illinois, following the termination

e
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‘ .
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of his ecmployment at the Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Webster stated that today's arrest was coordinated with
and had the complete cooperation of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

The FBI Director advised that Kampiles was boxrn

in Hammond, Indiana, and at the time of his arrest was residing

at 13558 Burley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, and employed as
a sales representative for a drug company in Oak Brook,
Illinois. '

Kampiles will be brought before a committing
magistrate as soon as possible., If convicted of the charxges

he could face a sentence for any term of years or life.
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